How Far Does

CHURCH GOVERNMENT
Extend into YOUR Life?

Thrawplh whem does God make Jl'fimf decisiaons I malters #f
Chureh policy? What is your vespeusibility under the Lovernment

o MUCH doyou, as an fondivid-

H ual, have w say abour the policy,

the conduce, the pracnce of

Gud's Churchy Whar are the Chareh's

prerogatives and what are cach sedivsd-
wal't prerogarives?

e ds tume we learmed what questions
are marters of personal decision and
what are mateers of Church responsi-
biliry regulating us all]

The Church 1s a
COLLECTIVE Body

The Church of God iz a collecrive
Iy, The Greek word for church means
a progp of individuals who have been
called our far a purpose.

When there is a church, a collec-
tive body, who 15 going o derermine
what the church does collectively? Who
is responsible for derermining whar cach
member docs as pare of chae body?

Is each individual free o decide For
himself how God's law applies o him?

And whar aboue “free moral agency?”

Every one of ws is a “free moral
agene.” EBach one of us must decide for
himself whether he will obey Gaod, God
is the One who devides whar we shall
obey, MNotice how chis s explained in
Deureronemy 30: 19, Moses said: "I call
heaven and earth o record this day
against you, that I have SET before you
life and death, blessing and cursing:
therefore,” says Moses, "chHoosE life,
thar both you and your seed may live.”

Motice Moses did noe invent the dif-
ference berween like and deach. He did
not originate ic. He merely ser ic before
the people. The people are o choose
God commands yor to choose, Thar is
your responsibiliey as a “free moral
agene,”

Bur God comemands you o do some-
thing more, not merely w choose. He
commands you to “choose LIFE" That
is an order! And any man who refuses
ro choose LIFRE is in defiance of God.
In other words, even though you are a
free moral agent, you have étn:cn ordered
i choose life, Bur yow must make tha
choice volumardly! Free moral agency
involves merely the question of whether
voul choose o do what God has com.
manded you oo do, or whether you choose
o g0 contrary oo His express oeder by
choosing dearh instead.

GOD the Author of Rl'.Ehr
amd w-'rung

Moses merely set before the people
the way of life—blessing, peace, happi-

of God?

ness—Crod 15 the AUTHOR of life! God's
minisrers are not free to decide for them-
selves whar is righe or wrong, Thae is a
preogative of God!

Is the guestion of righe and wrong
really a macer for any individoal
Jdetermiwe for himself? Is it your decision
which derermines whether a thing s
right or wrong? Or is there a HIGHER
AUTHORITY rhan man who deter-
miines the difference berween rjgl-.t and
wriHng?

Indeed there s a Supreme Authority
which regulates human life and human
conduct! Scriprure reveals thar Aurhority
is God and His government!

It is time we dearn how God rules
and how His government funcrions.

God is the source of our way of life,
of our religion. He bas perfect know-
ledge, perfect wisdem. He &narer right
from wrong. He has noe lefe up to peaple
or o society or the whims of any in-
dividual to determine whar is sin and
whar i not sin. He (s the Lawgiver,

Scventh-day  Adventists tell us that
the Ten Commandments are a “moral
law.” The Ten Commandments are na
such thing=—they are a “sportnal” law
{Rom. 7:143. A spiricual law is a law
rhat muse be ser in motion b].r Spirir,
by Coud, mut by the morals of huoman
society. Catholics call the Ten Command-
ments a oatural law” This idea has
come down throwsgh the Cartholic Church
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ral law" assumes thar God's law can
watarally ke pnderstoond by man. To a
Cathalic only those pordons of the Ten
Commandmenrs are valid roday which
can be satwrally undersvood.

The quession is, Is the law of God,
the way of God, saraeally onderstood
by man? The answer is very plainly NO!

Paul rells ws in | Corinchians 2 char
the spiritual things of God —Ged's faw,
His way—are ot discerned by 1w nai-
sral mind. Thar means that as individ.
uals we cannot safarally understand or
discern trarh, or right from wrong, The
Bible is God's revelation of spirigoal
knowledge and of those physical laws
which man could nor with absolute
assurance nnderstand by himself. The
Bible then is primarily a closed book w
the narural mind. Thar is why mose
learned and intelligent people regard ie
as o book of struw, a buok of superseition
or Fable.

Mow notice how conversion and rhe
government of God lead to understand-
ing the Bible.

Conversion Takes TIME

Comversion invelves a genuing change
of this mind. We thereby bepin to grasp
the meaning of Scripmre and the Bible
sewe begin o understand  the  deep
diferenves between I'igll.[ and WLn
and recopnize what sin really is.

Bur does this mean thar everyone in
God's Church s fully able—merely be-
cause he has received the carmest of
God's Holy Spirit—to undersiand ol the
Bible, completely and perfecely? The
answer 15 NO! Nooice the Scriprure
proof!

Perer tells us there are some scrip-
rures, especially those which Paul wroee,
which are hard o be underseood, which
the unstable wrese or rwist to their own
deserucrion! Perer declares prophecy o
be a light which shines more and more
until the day thar God finally intervenes
in warld affairs, Prophecy is not some-
thing that was as clear one hundred
yesrs ago as ir s eoday,

The ability to understand the Bible
is a marter of growth and development.
W are told w grow in the knowledge
of cur Lord a Saviour Jesus Chrise
Bet we do wot gll prow at the rame rale.
Some individuals have been converted
such longer than erthers. Some develop
spiritually faster than others, Thar devel-
apment depends upon the amount of
carnest prayer and study and obedience.
As individuals we are not all of the same
comperence 0 determine whar Scriprure
KA.
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things which we must do wgether so
amety if we do nor all grow spiricoally
ar rthe same rare? How are we going ro
have uniry in the Church if as individ-
uals we cannot all understand all things
alike withour assistance? The answer is
thar we muse be led, governed, ruled by
the government of God—guided by
Him into cruch!

World Rejects God's Rule

The whole world is confused, divided.
Even the professing Christian world s
divided. Why? The cause of the division
anwng Catholic and Protestant denomin-
ations 15 the REJRCTION of Gaods
awthoriry and the kind of church rule
He 2ot i motion.

Let us motice how God first established
rule and authority in the Church. In
arder w0 keep the children of Israel in
the knowledge of the truth so they would
not stray and misineerpree and misunder-



stand the law, God established His gov-
ernment in His Church, the congregarion
of lsrael, Firse, He commanded the
people, in Deweronomy 12:8, w per-
form whar He said. He forbad them oo
do whar was right in their own cyes, as
they had been doing,.

Hur how were they o know whar was
right in God's eyes? The answer is that
G ser rule and avchoricy in His Church
e determine the difficulc matrers for
the people. We read of this rule and
puthority specifically in Acrs 7:35

Morice how the people in the Old
Testarment Church first regarded God's
povernment, His rule and  authoricy.
“This Moses whom they refused, saying,
Who made thee a ruler and a judge?
the same did God send o be a ruler and
a deliverer by the hand of the angel
which appeared o him in the bush.” 1
want you to notice. The people did no:
accept Grod's government thoough Maoses,
They were carnal.

The degree e which  individuals
accepr Gu:ila govermment 15 llustrative
of the degree o which they are con-
verted and changed from ther nataral
carnal mindedness to the mind of God
and the Spirit of God. When people
say, “Well, 1 think I ought w decide
this for myself,” when it is not their
decision, they are merely illustrating
carnal mindedness. And o be carnal
minded is deach,

Scriprure makes it wvery plain thar
throughout timme Church members need
Igu[r].ur.l-tr_' and direction. The Ethiopian
eunuch did not understand whar he was
n:al:ljng in the book of ITsaizh. God senc
Philip o explain thar passage which he
was reading. To understand, we, on,
must  have God-called and God-sent
teachers who do know and understand
the truth,

How God's Rule “Works

When it comes o collective matters
the Church of God as a whole must
perform, chere 15 the need—in order
that chere should be unity in the Church
—of & ceniral anthority mspired and led
by Jesus Christ whao is the living Head
of the Church. It is the government of
God, bur God works chrough  human
agenes. Christ worked through Moses.
Christ worked, ot & later timcg, thﬂ}ugh
Joshua,  then  through  Samuel  and
through David.

In Christ’s own day, we find rhar Gad
warked throwgh Christ, who oo gave
auchority ro His mimiscry in His Church,
Consider Marthew 18:18. When ques-
tions come up, when decisions have m
be made, rhe ministry—this central
authority o which all must appeal—
has the power w fend on earth those
matters which the Father and Christ
“shall have bound in heaven,” Jesus did
nor institute anything new  when He
gave His ministry in the Mew Tesma-
ment Church the power o bind or
loose an earth. He was merely following
the practice thar He had already given
o the physical miniscry in rhe Oild
Testament Church—ito rthe  priesthood
and the judges!

Motiwe it! Jesus said in Marchew
2%:3% thar, when che Scribes and Phan
sees sit on Moses” sear: TAll things
whatsoever they command you, thar do”

S0 there war authority i the Oid
Testament Lhurch.

Mast  people  have  misunderstood
this scriprure. They have assumed chae
everything rhe scribes and  Pharisees
tanght was raught from the seat of
Maoses. That is noe erue. Wharever pro-
ceeded from the “sear of Moses”™ had
auchority—but the seribes and Pharisees
did #wet ceach with authoricy—they did
not teach from Moses' seat. N

The "seat of Moses™ war shar AL-
THORITY, vested, in Christ's day, in the
scribes and Pharisees and which they
exercired on bebalf of the whole com-
wanity fo keep wwity and order fn the
congregation, Iv had to do with those
decisions which cante before the Church
ar a rbole which had o be determingd
by a cenrral authoricy for all the Church.
Such decisions were very ravely made
Jesus recognized thar the seribes and
Pharisees who sac in Moses' seat had
authority over the synagogues and what-
ever God allowed them tw determine,
ihat the people were o obey! Then
Jesus added: "Bure do not do afrer their
works."”

What If Jews Sinned
While in Office?

Motice whar that means! Evew if the
seribes and Pharisees bad individeally
cut themgelver off fram God, yer when
it came to the major decisions, God scill
allowed them o determine whae the
Old  Testamenr  Chorch collectively
should do, and rthe people under the
authority of the scribes and Pharisees
were regerred to submit o that au-
thority,

God seill governed the Old Testament
Church through the “sear of Moses.” The
decisions rendered by scribes and Phari-
sces were allowed of God and were to be
obeyed. IF those in authoricy did not
obey their own injunctions the people
were nor o follow their bad examples;
bue they sell must follow God's orders
as expressed by those in authorizy. Phari-
saic disobedience did nor excuse che
people from obedience 1o God's govern-
ment!

Some people wday have to learn the
mcaning of this cxsunple, Even if 1 min-
ister nuday were o make a mistake, as
long ws God leaves him in office he s
£ Ifx- respected. Grad s responsible for
correcting him. In che meantime we are
e swdanit to God's gorernment function-
ing chrough him,

MNew Testament Church
Government Today

Jesus Chirise reveals His Mew Teso-
ment Chutch govermument through the
writings of Paul in 1 Corinthians 12,
In verse 18 we find God set certain of-
fices im the Church. [t is the Government
of G, nor the elecnion of people. In
Ephesians 4, verse 11 oo 14, we are oold
of the same government—aof apostles, of

prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers.
The funcrion of this government is
veach ws and e bring ws w thar final
goal—"Be perfece as your Father in
heaven is perfect.”

The goal, then, is that we all may be
brogghe o the unity of che faich, w the
starure of spiricual understanding like
Jesus Chirist. The very face that thos s
a goal and ae wine and that we don'c all
progress e thar goal with the same
degree of speed, nor do we all sense the
direceion thar we should 0, PROVES rhe
need of the mindsury! Ministers are pic-
tured as shepherds; and the people, in
general, are called sheep because they
do not always know the way to go

Jesus Christ is the CHIEF SHEPHERD,
He has ser those in che ministry who
are sfeiiaally wore marere, and who
can be called “elders,” and who are
responsible under Christ o assist in
shepherding che fHock. He bolds them
rerponsille for raling the Chirel well,
We read of some of the functions of
the minstry in 1 Tunothy 5170 “Let
the elders char RUTE WELL be counted
worthy  of double  honows, especially
ral'r.e}' b fabowr in the ward and doc-
trime”

Motice it again! One of the funceions
of the elders is o RULE WELL. This rule
invalves the authoritacive expounding
of the meaning of rthe Scriprure. 0f
God's rule in rhe Church involved and)
reaching, bur no authority to enforce
that weaching, the Church would quickly
be divided like Protestanr secrs are!

1f you for example tell your child do
this or do that, and he doesn't do it—
and you haven's been given the author-
ity o act, bur only che auchority fo aalé,
are vou going to have any unity in che
farmily? No! Now if God says char
every clder must first learn how o rule
s own house well, char means bhe is also
wr have Church authority vested in him,
He is w reach Gods crath, and if the
teaching isn't followed, then he i re-
sponsible for exercising authority 1o see
thar Guod's teaching is obeyed. The dury
to rule well in the home 15 4 necessary
prerequisite oo the minisery.

You Must Decide Whether
This Is Gud's Church

Moriee Romans 10: 13 chrough 17
“For whosoever shall call wpon the
name of the Lord shall be saved. Bur
how shall chey call on him on whom
they have not believed? and how shall
they believe in him on whom they have
ot herd?  and  how shall they hear
twithont a preacher? and how shall they
preach excepr they be sens”

We must first of all come to a koowl-
edge of where God's weaching is. We
must find those whom God has sene.
Unless we have found chose whom God
has senc, how are we going to koow
that what is preached is trug?

The first thing thac all of us must
do 13 to decide whether or not fbis 4
Croad’s Charel We must come o know
where God's Church s,



Jesus said He will be with us always,
even 1o the end, or consumation, of this
age. We know thar the Church thar God
uses Is one in which Christ in

) It i5 the Church which }'jclds
irself o all the Scriprure. A Church
which cbeys God and which has Jesus
Christ as s Head and living in s
members.

When Jesus made o staement thar
many of His disciples didn’t agree wich,
many of them le%‘t. Jesus asked Peter,
“Are you going o leave also?” Perer
said, “To whom shall we go? ¥owx have
the words of crernal  life,” MNow if
this is not God's Church, where else
el vou find che eruch? IF this s God's
Church, then you must recognize that
God has set in this Church His govern-
mene through which Christ rales.

Once you have proved this is God's
Church, how far are you going o let
God rule you? How far will His gov.
ernment extend in your home and i
your life? Whar decisions are you, as
an individual, to make? And how much
is vested in che Church as a body? The
Church, of course, authoritatively speaks
by the swinittry when it comes o
making decisions which repalate the
whele Church, [ Observe Aces 15, for
example. ]

What About Personal Decisions?

There are privare, personal decisions,
for instance on baposm or cases of
divorce. Most cannot determine whether
they should be baptized, whether a prior
baptism was wvalid. How are you o
know? The answer is you come before
rwo or more of the ministers, If the
facts you provide are wrae, the decinnm
ir awr resporsibilivy. All we can do is
apply God's law o the circumstances
you give. |fa decision has been rendered
by the ministry, you are bound by
that decision,

The grear requirement is thae vou learn
w submit o the governmenr of God.
Afrer you have recognized char this #s
God's Church,  you are o submit oo
God's government i the Church,



